
“I Have Nothing to Say”

How to prepare a speaking topic and submit to a conference CFP



We would like to acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners and custodians of the land on which 

we are meeting. 

We pay our respects to their Elders, past, 
present and emerging, and the Aboriginal 

Elders of other communities who may be here 
today.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY



Introductions

Lidia Giuliano 

- In Security for 20+ years (yep, I’m that old)

- Spoken in USA, Canada, Israel, New Zealand, 

Australia, Podcasts, Webinars

- Read 1000’s of Call for Papers yearly, including Black 

Hat, The Diana Initiative, BSides Melbourne, BSides 

Las Vegas, DevSecCon

- Yes, I am addicted to reading research ☺

@pink_tangent
Cyber Mum



Agenda

- How to brainstorm a topic

- Help you determines topic of interest

- Advice on Call for Paper submissions

Note:

- Please ask questions at ANY time

- This should be interactive

- Let’s have fun



What’s holding you back?

- Multiple topics and have no idea which one to pick

- Have no idea what to talk about

- Scared to be judged

- I don’t have the expertise

- I want to wait a few more years

- Other
“don’t be your own judge and jury”



I’m scared too

“it is your work, your experience”



          But I have nothing to talk about

Let’s brainstorm

- Passion – what do you love about security?

- What are you currently doing at work?

- What are you doing / building at home?



                         Which Conference?

- Understand the conference objectives

- Industry vs Community

- Research-based / novel

- New talks which never been presented

- What is the audience

- Reach out to the conference

** Or start with your local SecTalks / Security Meetups (no CFP required) ***



                         What’s in a CFP

• Abstract
• Presentation Outline
• Describe new research, concept, technique, or approach
• What is new, ground-breaking, different about your research/talk
• Been presented before
• Takeaways

** conference dependent **

“Now, let’s talk AusCERT”



                         AusCERT CFP















                         Presentation Details

Sometimes also referred to as:
● Abstract
● Presentation outline

• What gets published

• Gets bums on seats

• Spark peoples curiosity

• Your Blurb / Movie Trailer 

• Should make people think, “Yeh, Wow!, I so 
have faced this, or I relate to this, I want to 
watch this”

• Would you attend this talk based on what you 
wrote?



Presentation Details / Abstract - Breakdown

3 sections

• Problem statement / Hock

• What your talk is about 
what you will discuss 
create intrigue 
selling points

• What will they learn
takeaways
Monday rule

* Depending on the conference, 2-4 paragraphs *

“What is your movie trailer?”



              Accepted Submissions

Hock

Selling 
points

Learnings
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            Presentation - More Details

• Not typically published

• These are things which typically you 
wouldn’t put in your abstract but helps 
show your work and/or experience in 
presenting this work

• Helps reviewers to understand your talk in 
detail



CFP’s - Don’t

- A bio that is longer than your submission

- If your submission took you 1 min to write, it 

probably looks like a 1 min submission

- It doesn’t need to be war and peace

- Don’t sell stuff



CFP’s - Do’s

- Know your conference and its audience

- Reach out to the conference for help

- Have fun with it and be authentic

- Follow the CFP guideline

- Get it peer reviewed for feedback

“Don’t be judge and jury of your own work, let the conference decide”



Process

• Review process

• Accept vs Decline

• About RB members

• Provide constructive feedback



What is next?

• Brainstorm a talk

• Know your audience

• Speak to previous speakers

• Conference organisers

• Review Board

• Look at past accepted talks



Thank you and Questions


